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Upcoming Dates
Aug 3:		
Aug 4 - 5:
Aug 6:		

Year 7 Careers Day
Australian Maths Competition
Student Free Day

Aug 12:		
Aug 25 - 28:

General Achievement Test (Senior School)
College Production (Moana)

Principal’s Report
Welcome Back and Return
to Lockdown
I trust everyone had a great
semester break, but of
course that was tempered
by our return to lockdown
last week. The staff and the
majority of students have
seamlessly returned to the
requirements of remote and
flexible learning; however
we have evidence that some
students, whilst logging on
for attendance in the mornings, are not fully engaging in
classes throughout the day. This is not confined to any
particular year level or class, but is dispersed across the
whole school.
As I said in my Newsfeed this week, parents and carers
have a critical role to play in encouraging and supporting
their children to follow the learning protocols set out in
the Wellington Remote and Flexible learning protocols. In
particular, please encourage your children to:
• Be prepared to engage in their learning in an appropriate
way (eg: students should be at a desk or a space where
they can engage in the learning as they would normally if
they were at school – I do not believe working in bed is the
best solution!!)
• Formally connect with each timetabled class via Compass
(for the actual work) and with their teachers via Teams
(video or chat) to consolidate the learning. I have asked the
teachers to explicitly indicate their expectations as to when
and for how long Teams meetings will occur.
If you have any concerns with this, please contact the
Wellbeing Team, your relevant Head of Sub School or Year
Level Coordinator. You may wish to communicate with the
teacher directly as well – I would certainly encourage that.
Mr Dwyer will again be talking to all the students directly
through Teams on this issue.

The GAT – Rescheduled to August 12
I have sent out a Stop Press Newsfeed on Compass this
morning, announcing the rescheduling of the GAT to
Thursday August 12.
Not withstanding this change of date, I cannot stress
enough the importance of approaching the GAT with
purpose and commitment. Our experience from the Covid
2020 year was that treating the GAT seriously had a very
significant and positive impact on the final results for many
of our students. Nothing has changed in that regard for
2021.
Curriculum/Professional Learning Day – Friday August 6
I remind parents that Friday August 6 is a student free day,
where we will conduct our major semester two Curriculum/
Professional Learning Day for all staff at the College.
Whether we are in lockdown or not, this day will proceed.
For students, it can be a chance to ‘take a breath’ with no
formal classes scheduled, or it may be an opportunity to
informally catch up on set work.
In closing I wish everyone a happy and safe weekend. I
suspect there will be no further announcements from the
government until Monday, but probably Tuesday. As soon
as I have any information, I will share it with you.
As always, I thank everyone in the Wellington Community
for their support during the various challenges Covid
delivers to all of us.

Hugh Blaikie

Principal

Wellington Secondary College Contact Information
Phone: 		
Email: 		
Attendance:
IT Helpdesk:

9547 6822
wellington.sc@education.vic.gov.au
9562 4762 or 0484 009 562
helpdesk@wellingtonsc.vic.gov.au

Monash Tech School - Supercities
Late in Term 2 the College kicked off the first of many
Monash Tech School programs that will run throughout the
year for Year 7, 8 and 9 students. The Year 8’s were the first
group and they participated in the Supercities Program,
where they investigate the City of Monash and come up
with solutions for this growing district using the Design
Thinking process.
In this revamped program, which started off at school, we
had facilitators from Monash Tech School came to deliver
the materials for the students. This provided an opportunity
for our students to empathise with workers from the City
of Monash and to research their needs to come up with
ideas for expanding our growing cities for the increasing
population.
The initial ideation stage led to the onsite program at the
Monash Tech School at Monash University the following
day. Students got to complete hands on tasks in using
augmented reality to design supercities and using machine
learning to futureproof our roads, parks and buildings. The
students had a good time in a new, stimulating environment
and enjoyed working with students outside of their form
groups throughout the day.
During Terms 3 and 4, the remainder of the Year 8’s will
complete this program and the Years 7’s and 9’s will also
undertake their respective programs (Superpets and
Superfoods). Keep an eye out on the Journal for their
upcoming excursions!

Ms Teresa La

Director of STEM

Staff Band and Student Karaoke
On the last day of Term 2, the Performing Arts executive
team hosted a “Staff Band Karaoke” Concert. Students
volunteered to perform a song of their choice to the crowd,
while various staff members at the school performed the
music on their instruments.
We heard Shayla Nguyen singing ‘You Were Beautiful’ by
Day 6, Tanishka Srivatsan singing ‘Mr. Perfectly Fine’ by
Taylor Swift, Aminah Haneef singing ‘Hurt’ by Christina
Aguilera and April Han singing ‘Hikaru Nara’ by Goose
House.
At the end of the performance, the crowd was invited to
sing “All Star” by Smash Mouth, led by Mr. Simon Coles. It
was a great performance by everyone involved.
If you would like to get involved in the next concert, speak
to the Performing Arts executive team to express your
interest!

Mr Tray Driscoll-Plavins

Coordinator of Instrumental Music

