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Upcoming Dates
December 14: Last day of classes (Details on Compass)
December 17: End of Term 4, 2021

February 1, 2022:
February 2, 2022:
February 3, 2022:

Year 7 and 12 Start Term 1
All students return to classes
School Swimming Sports

Year 9 Design Challenge

This year the Year 9 students spent their last week of school
working on the annual end-of-year Design Challenge. This
year the theme was “How might we design the new Middle
School precinct?”, which is extremely relevant to the cohort
as a part of the school is being re-designed and built for
these students, who will be in Year 10 next year, as part of
our building masterplan.
The week started off with a keynote from the architects that
are responsible for the new building. They showed a lot of
imagery and explained a lot of nuances about architecture
to inspire the students and kick off their week.
Throughout the week students thought about what THEY
want to see in their space and how they would go about
implementing these ideas. There was a lot of prototyping
happening – both physically with 3D models and virtual
in Minecraft and Roblox. Wellbeing seemed to be at the
forefront of the students’ minds as there were a lot of study/
collaborative/hang out spaces being designed, as well as
cafeterias and vending machines.

An expo was held on the last day to wrap up the Design
Challenge. All the students set up their displays and
pitched their ideas to the peers, as well as to Year 7 and
Year 8 students.
There were many awards handed out – Principals’ awards,
Middle School awards and student leader awards. It really
lifted the students’ spirits, and it was great to see the buzz
and excitement that we haven’t seen in a while.
Thank you to all individuals involved to make this process
a success.

Ms Teresa La

Director of STEM

Principal’s Report

This is the last Journal for
2021 and what a year it has
been! We started back at
school in February, survived
two significant lockdowns
throughout the year and as our
vaccination rates have risen,
we have returned to school
in term four concerned not so
much about “case numbers”,
but more on managing
“positive cases”. It has been a
rollercoaster ride and we can
but hope that 2022 will bring
more stability and certainty in our post covid world, at
home and at school.
Orientation Day
We had numerous transition “bubbles” moving through
the school on Orientation Day last week as our 2022
Year 7 cohort were able to experience their long awaited
“Orientation Day”. It was certainly a little more subdued
than normal, but very much in line with what most schools
of our size were doing. I thank the Junior School Team for
developing the program and all the staff who supported
it. I thank parents for their support of our Self-Directed
Learning Day for all Year 7 and 8 students on this day as
well.
Year 9 Design Thinking Project
This week our Year 9 students have experienced a really
exciting finale to their year – through involvement in another
fantastic design thinking project. The theme for this year
was especially pertinent to all year 9 students – they were
challenged to design the appearance and operation of the
new Middle School Precinct, that we hope to open at the
beginning of 2022. We had great support from Greg and
Nicole, our resident architects from “Law Architects” and
the week culminated in a series of fantastic presentations
on Friday. Our Design Thinking Challenge has become a
feature of our Year 9 end of year program and is a genuine
example of ‘21st Century Learning’. I thank all students and
staff for their participation and support, but in particular
I acknowledge Ms La, Ms Stergiou and Mr Diaz for their
leadership and hours of preparatory work for this activity.

Activities Program and the End of the Year
I thank Mr Matthew Nguyen for his organisation of our
end of Year Activities Program. The program will run on
Monday December 13 and Tuesday December 14. Due to
Covid restrictions we have kept the program onsite, with no
additional costs for families. After another such challenging
year, I hope that all students can finish the year in a friendly
and fun way.
The highlight of course will be our Final Assembly on
Tuesday afternoon – as is normal, I have conducted
extremely high-level negotiations to arrange a very special
visitor from the North Pole!! Following the Assembly,
students will be dismissed at approximately 2.30pm, with
the buses leaving at about 2.45pm. On Wednesday 15 and
Thursday 16 December the Canteen will not be open and
the Charter bus service will not be running.
School will resume for students on Tuesday February 1 or
Wednesday February 2 2022. More details will be available
on Compass as the time draws closer.
COMPASS Reports
All reports will be uploaded to Compass for online access
by Friday December 17. I ask that all families access these
reports and reflect on what lessons have been learnt from
this year and where the areas of improvement might be in
2022. There will be Compass newsfeeds when the time is
closer.
Vanellus
Our annual magazine Vanellus will also be available online
in the last week of term. It is a great record of another very
busy year at school. I commend Mr Jason Barth for leading
the Publications Team throughout the year and for his
tireless work in the preparation of not only Vanellus, but the
fortnightly Journal as well. I also acknowledge Mrs Michelle
Marsh for her support in the editorial process.

2022 School Year
College Council have given approval to stagger the return
to school for different year levels in 2022 – this decision is
guided by our desire to provide the best possible support
for our incoming Year 7s who have had their transition
experience severely compromised by the impact of Covid
in 2021. It will also allow our Year 12s to engage in the first
day of their Jump Start Program.
Please note the following 2022 Key Dates:
•
•
•
•

Friday January 28 – General Office Opens and Staff
return
Tuesday February 1 – Staggered start for all Year 7,
and all Year 12 students (VCE and VCAL)
Wednesday February 2 – All other Year Levels are to
attend as normal.
Thursday February 3 – School Swimming Sports

The Charter buses and canteen will operate from Tuesday
February 1.
If any Year 8-11 parents have a concern about supervision
of their child on Tuesday February 1, please contact Mr
Dwyer. He will provide further information via Compass in
the New Year.
I remind families that the Uniform Shop is located offsite
and can be accessed at Buxwear in Cheltenham Road.
Campion Education Books will not be at school over the
summer – if you ordered through Campion, they will home
deliver (but not to school).

Mr Dwyer and his team will be focussing on these core
elements of the “Wellington Way” as we return for the
2022 school year. As parents, I ask that you make every
endeavour to equip your children with appropriate and
complete uniform and resources so that everyone can hit
the ground running.
If you need support, please do not hesitate to contact the
Business Manager, Ms Sharon Graham, who will discuss
options and support for you in strictest confidence.
Staff Farewells
I do not normally acknowledge individual Staff retirements
in the Journal, however this year I wish to make an exception
for three incredibly long serving Wellington Staff Members.
After a combined total of “nearly 100 years” service to State
Education and Wellington in particular, we say farewell to:
•
•
•

Jan Mann
Carmel Roberts
Peter O’Bree

All three colleagues have had distinguished careers both
inside the classroom and in a variety of leadership roles.
The staff will acknowledge each individually, however on
behalf the Wellington Community, I sincerely thank Jan,
Carmel and Peter for their service and wish them all the
best in their retirements in the years ahead.
To all other colleagues who are leaving at the end of the
year, I thank you too and wish you all the best on your
journeys in the future.

The “Wellington Way” 2022

Have a Safe And Happy Festive Season

As I said earlier, one of our great hopes for 2022 is that we
will be able to experience some semblance of normality as
we get back to the structure and expectations of our iconic
“Wellington Way”. We have consciously tried this year to
support the transition back to school for all families in a
respectful way and have made allowances for students as
they return from months of lockdown.

Finally, I want to thank everyone in the community who
have supported me and our fine school this year under
some very challenging circumstances and I wish everyone
a happy and safe festive season and summer holiday break.

Mr Hugh Blaikie

Principal

For 2022, it is our intention to realign our expectations to
pre-pandemic standards, especially in terms of:
•
•
•
•

Attendance and Punctuality
Uniform
Mobile Phones
Respectful Conversations

Wellington Secondary College Contact Information
Phone: 		
Email: 		
Attendance:
IT Helpdesk:

9547 6822
wellington.sc@education.vic.gov.au
9562 4762 or 0484 009 562
helpdesk@wellingtonsc.vic.gov.au

Fairy Bread Day
Fairy Bread Day was celebrated at Wellington on 25th
November in Junior school and was a joint initiate between
Wellbeing, Food Technology and Junior School. The initiative
which was coined by ReachOut.com is all about sprinkling
kindness where fairy bread becomes the symbol of giving to
others. For many people fairy bread may bring back sweet
nostalgic memories of children’s birthday parties. The idea
is all about building a positive community and the inherent
ripple effect whereby if one person is kind to another this
person is then more likely to ‘pay it forward’ to others. On
the day a group 2021 and 2022 school leaders met with
the wellbeing team to learn more about how to help a friend
with mental health needs. They also learnt about resilience
and its components which spell GEM (Gratitude, Empathy
and Mindfulness). Students then got together and made a
whopping total of 600 slices of fairy bread and distributed
them to their peers.
As an experiment students were asked to try helping
someone and notice that by helping someone else we also
feel better ourselves. Hopefully the ripple effect of kindness
keeps going right into 2022!

Ms Claire Walker

Mental Health Practitioner

Moana Jr - Annual Production

This year’s production has been dubbed the miracle
show by not only the cast and crew but by the audience
that viewed it. Against all odds we were able to run a
sensational season of Moana Jr! A massive thank you to all
of the dedicated staff and students who showed incredible
resilience and came together to make the show happen!

Mr Aben Alexander

Production Director

Mackie Rd Neighbourhood House

HOW TO BOOK

ENROL
NOW!

ONLINE VIA SOCIAL PLANET
OR
WEBSITE www.mackierdnh.org.au/classes-andcourses/
IN PERSON - call or come in. Payment
can be made by eftpos, cash or cheque

TERM 1 PROGRAM
31 January - 8 April 2022

SCAN - scan the QR code to book one of
our classes today!

OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Thursday: 9.30am - 4.00pm
Friday: 9.30am - 2.30pm
*During school terms only (excl. public holidays)

OTHER SERVICES
- Justice of Peace services available by appointment
- e-Cafe open to the public during school terms
- Publicly accessible computers during office hours
- Room Hire

36-42 MACKIE RD, MULGRAVE 3170
9548 3311 | info@mackierdnh.org.au | mackierdnh.org.au

9548 3311
info@mackierdnh.org.au
@mackierdnh
@mackierdhouse
www.mackierdnh.org.au

