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Harmony Week
Caring, Striving, Learning - Respect The Congestion - And Bring a Mask

HARMONY WEEK CELEBRATIONS
Harmony Week takes place from March 15 to 21 each year
and celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. At Wellington we
celebrated inclusiveness, respect, and a sense of belonging
for all Australians, from the traditional custodians of the land
to those who have come from many countries around the
world. We learn and understand how all Australians equally
belong to this nation and enrich it. A variety of events were
held across the whole College throughout the week, and
everyone was encouraged to wear an orange ribbon. Orange
is the colour chosen to represent Harmony Day. Traditionally,
orange signifies social communication and meaningful
conversations.
International music played over the PA system throughout
the week, Year 8 students learnt how to make minestrone
soup whilst the Year 9 International Cuisine class were taught
to make tortellini, garlic bread and souvlakia. Although quite
hot, Thursday lunchtime staff and students participated in
our International Dance Festa dancing to Macarena, Nutbush,
Zorba and Gangnam Style, cooling down afterwards with icy
poles kindly provided by the middle school team.
Students were encouraged to submit entries in our Harmony
Week competition choosing to write about either: A person
who has made a positive contribution, directly or indirectly
to promoting diversity in Australia OR an Australian you
admire who has a different cultural background to your own.
Winners were Umaiza Khan, Year 7 writing about Kevin Rudd,
Hemita Chandramoorthy Year 9 writing about Penny YingYen Wong and John Nguyen Year 12 writing about Michael
Gudinski.

The SRC organized a parade for staff and students dressed in
national costume.
We ended the week with our Parent/Community Harmony
Week Afternoon Tea where we enjoyed the afternoon
sharing a variety of international food with parents, host
families, teachers, students, and members of the Wellington
community whilst being entertained by different performers.
Our student leaders spoke about their cultural background,
Victoria Nikolaou Year 10 proudly sang our national anthem,
Taniskha Srivatsan Year 7 recited an Indian poem and looked
amazing in her Indian national dress, Jessica Nguyen Year 7
sang Hello Vietnam and looked beautiful in her yellow ao dai
with her mother and uncle proudly looking on. Two Year 7
students from the mandarin class recited a Chinese poem and
we heard from a few students from the Year 12 French class.
Special thanks must go to Mr Huot Seng Tran and his Music
Group from the Springvale Neighbourhood House. Mr
Tran performed 2 Australian ballads on his Chinese musical
instrument – the mandolin, whilst the females in the group
did a musical tai chi performance as well as a traditional
Chinese dance. They looked splendid in their bright colourful
costumes.
All in all, a great week where we were reminded, we may have
different religions, different languages, different coloured
skin, but we all belong to ONE HUMAN RACE.

Connie Tzelepis
Director, International Programs

Principal’s Report
It is hard to believe that this term
is ending. So much has happened
and so much is yet to come on
what is turning out to be a very
busy year.
Re-Naming the Wellington Houses
As we approach our 50-year
anniversary in 2022/23, there is
I believe, a need and a golden
opportunity to review the names
of our four Houses.
As we have moved well into the 21st Century (and given
the government’s priority policy around the “Marrung 10
Year Aboriginal Education Plan, 2016-2026”) the symbolic
implications of having the names of our Houses aligned with
ships of the First Fleet, is in my view, problematic.
The Houses System at Wellington was established in 1988 – to
coincide with the Bi-Centenary Celebrations of that year. In
that context, naming the Houses after the ships of the First
Fleet in 1988 was highly appropriate and was indeed driven
by “student voice” at Wellington at the time, sponsored by
current staff member Coral Formosa. I have spoken to Coral
and she is fully supportive of a review process. I have also
spoken to Richard Thayil who also referenced the “ships from
long in history” in our College Anthem, “In the Wellington
Way”, which he wrote as a student in 1995. Richard indicated
that he would be more than pleased to update our song once
the community has decided on new names.
Furthermore, I think we all agree that times have changed, and
that recognition of Indigenous history and culture should be
recognised and promoted if we are to consider ourselves truly
in step with modern thinking and our reputation as a highly
inclusive school. We have certainly started that journey with
the “Acknowledgement of Country” protocol being integrated
into school processes and with the VCAA/VIC Curriculum now
explicitly including Indigenous history, language, and culture
into our broad offerings.
At our March meeting, College Council supported the
commencement of this conversation, and in particular to
engage with the students and other community members to
recommend a name change that reflects 21st century context
and understanding.
I have asked Ms Jess Wallis (Director of Student Voice and
Agency) and Ms Rebecca Amore (Learning Specialist and
Marrung Training Leader) to join me in forming a Steering
Committee to develop an inclusive consultation process
across the Wellington Community. Undoubtedly, there will
be ample opportunity through our Community Voice Group
and the Policy Sub Committee of Council to participate in this
conversation as it moves through the next 12 months. Watch
this space!
Harmony Week
It was great to welcome members of our broader Wellington
community to our Harmony Week afternoon tea last week.
With some of the Covid restrictions lifting, we were able to
host this event and celebrate the incredibly diverse nature of
our community. I know Ms Connie has a more detailed report
in the opening of the Journal, but it was great to get back to
some interactive contact with our friends and families.

Open Night
The 2021 College Open Night was held earlier this week on
Wednesday evening. The program was delivered “on-line”
via Zoom and appeared to be well received. Our Covid driven
capacity to work with this sort of technology is extraordinary,
when you consider where we were just 12 months ago.
The slide show and a recording of the event will be placed
on the website. If you have friends who may be considering
Wellington as an option for 2022, you may wish to direct
them to website. School Tours will continue up until the end
of April – again please direct any interested friends to the
General Office to make appointments for tours.
3 Way Conferences
As with Open Night, our 3 Way Conferences will be held next
Tuesday and will be conducted “on-line”, this time using the
Webex platform. Bookings are very strong, and I look forward
to another productive day for students, parents, and teachers
alike.
NAPLAN
Yesterday, we completed our ‘on-line’ trial for the upcoming
tests in May. An extraordinary amount of thought and
planning went into the preparation of over 600 Year 7 and 9
students as we prepare for our second experience in the new
digital format. Some very powerful lessons were learnt during
this trial – and I am delighted to report that from our end, no
stone was left unturned. The entire Planning and Tech support
team are to be commended in how the trial was conducted.
The students too should be congratulated for how they have
adapted to this new and different process, especially after the
interruption of 2020. I believe we have seen a small glimpse
into the future of on-line testing for VCE.
Attitudes to School Survey 2021
The Annual Student Survey will also be in an “on-line” format
again this year with individual year levels completing the
survey at different times over a four-week period in term
2. This significant managerial operation will again be the
responsibility of Mr Dwyer and his Student Programs Team.
We certainly look forward to receiving feedback from our
student body to inform our future planning.
In closing, I wish everyone a very happy and safe term break.
Be safe on the roads and I look forward to seeing everyone
back safe and sound.

Hugh Blaikie
Principal

Year 8 Persuasive Language
Year 8 students had 12 persuasive language techniques on
a poster to appeal to a selected audience. The posters were
presented to the class to explain their carefully considered
choices. The posters were fantastic.

Coral Formosa
Teacher of 8E and 8J

Har mony Week Photos

Wellington Senior Girls Divisional Volleyball A Team
The Senior Girls Volleyball A team competed in the Monash
Division Volleyball competition on Thursday March 11. The team
consisted of six year 11’s Ai Lin Kang, Darvy Sok, Jennifer Suon,
Maryam Touch (Captain), Isabel Tran, Selena Tchong and two
year 12’s Sandy Huynh and Brooklyn Huynh. The head coach was
Mr Durrant.
Our opposition for the day were Wheelers Hill, South Oakleigh,
Brentwood and John Monash who narrowly beat us last year to
progress to regionals. The girls had been training since the first
week of school on Monday and Thursday afterschool to improve
both their individual and team skills as well as work on the team
chemistry that sets good teams apart from great ones.
Our first game was against Wheelers Hill. The girls played really
well and once the early nerves settled they got on top in both
sets and won in straight sets 25-17 and 25-18. Our second pool
game was against South Oakleigh who narrowly lost to John
Monash in three close sets so we knew that we should not take
them lightly at all. The first set was a very close affair and was
point for point until Wellington gained the ascendancy late in
the set and narrowly won it 25 points to 23. The second set was
majestic to watch as a coach as Maryam Touch almost singlehandedly took the set and match away from South Oakleigh with
her extremely powerful overhand serves. She started serving at
2-2 and when she finally missed a serve into the net the score
was suddenly 19-2. Even when South Oakleigh did manage
to get three of her serves back onto the Wellington side, the
Wellington A team managed to still win those points and keep
Maryam serving. Wellington ran out winners 25-9 and win our
second match also in straight sets.
The third game the Wellington girls knew we were going to be in
for a great battle against John Monash who had also won their
first two matches. The first set was an epic battle with many long
rallies. Whilst Wellington controlled the set for the vast majority
John Monash stayed in close touch and got on top late in the
set to win it 25-23 points. John Monash were celebrating like
they had already won the match and the Wellington girls looked
very deflated. Coach Durrant had other ideas and gave the girls
a few things to focus on for the second set and let them know
they controlled the set, and it could have easily gone our way.
The girls got off to a slow start and were trailing 9-2 early. Coach
Durrant called a timeout and asked the girls to lift and try to hit
it strategically to the back of the court where John Monash were
not as consistent. The Wellington girls responded and little by
little we started to get the momentum back and not only drew
level but got on top and the John Monash supporters on the
side lines were suddenly very quiet. Wellington won the hard
fought second set 25-21 points. That forced a deciding third set
with only about 9 minutes left on the clock. The third set will
go down as one of the best sets I have ever had the privilege
of coaching. The Wellington girls executed everything we had
practiced at training, they got their serves over, solid passes off
the opposition serves, sensational setting and spiking and some
of the best scrambling and improvised saves I have seen to win
points that looked lost. Ai Lin Kang and Selena Tchong served
late in the third set and despite all the pressure won several
key points to put Wellington 9-8 points ahead and win by the
narrowest of margins just as time ran out. Needless to say, the
celebration after that final set against John Monash was one of
extreme elation and very satisfying after our narrow defeat to
John Monash in three sets the year earlier.

Our final game was against Brentwood. The equation was simple,
win and we were through to regionals. Lose and we would have
to rely on other results to progress. The first set was another
close encounter and the Wellington girls looked a bit flat and
arguably after three tough games a bit tired. It was point for
point until late in the set when Brentwood got the momentum
and won 26-24. It was déjà vu’ again and we once again needed
to win the second set to force a decider. To the Wellington girls
credit they showed true grit and determination and I once again
saw their intensity lift to get on top early in the set and hold that
momentum to the end to win the set comfortably 25-17 points.
The set was another epic nail biter and Coach Durrant certainly
lost his voice from cheering every point from the sidelines. The
momentum flowed back and forth the whole set with Wellington
gaining the ascendancy very late in the set to just hold on 15
points to 13 to remain undefeated throughout our four pool
games and progress to regionals on March 30.
Overall, I was incredibly proud of all the girls on the A team and
despite the serving heroics of Maryam Touch in one particular
set, there was no standout player on the Wellington side in any
of the other sets. It really was a true team performance where
the girls contributed equally and worked together extremely
well.
I would like to acknowledge the efforts of the senior boys A team
as well who also progressed to regionals without dropping any
games. The team was coached on the day by Sahm Khojasteh,
and the players consisted of Marcus Dao, Jason Ho, Anthony
Hunnh, Robert Im, Jamie Ngo, Toan Nguyen, Argus Stagg, Daniel
Truong, Kevin Wong, Ryan Vongdachit, Winston Som and Tyson
Chhit.
Wellington also took out a senior girl B team and a senior boys
B team. Both B teams played extremely well and consistently
demonstrated ‘The Wellington Way’ and both B teams won two
games and lost 2 games. The senior girls B team consisted of:
Annabelle Butler, Sandra Chan, Harini Jayakumar, Joanna Pham,
Amy Tran, Becky Xu, Minami Emmett and Supriya Gupta. The
senior boys B team was made up of: Anh Tu Nguyen, Raksmey
Chea, Ben Lao, Josh Le, Issac McDonell, Armon Perez, Sohail
Rafiqui, Croady Tay, Jordan Tran, Anthony Umphum and Daniel
Do.

Kim Durrant
Head Coach/Year 9 Coordinator

Werribee Zoo Excursion

Wellington Podcast

On Thursday March 11, Unit 3 and 4 Environmental Science
students attended the Werribee Zoo. They learned about the
Zoo’s conservation program of endangered Australian animals,
including Koalas and the Eastern Barred Bandicoot. Students
then completed biodiversity assessments of the grassland
ecosystem, to determine whether the conservation strategies
are enhancing the survivability of the Bandicoot. Students loved
applying their scientific skills in the field and getting up close
with the animals at the zoo.

The Wellington Podcast is up and running, with a few episodes
already available to listen!

Chris Feenane
Environmental Science Teacher

In the second episode, we had our performing arts leaders
Shayla Nguyen and Jemma Leeson interviewing Mitchell Wilson,
Leen Marji and Vin Parveris about transitioning to Wellington
Secondary College in Year 7. There are some great discussions,
and brilliant editing by Shayla.
You can listen to the podcast on the college website, and if you
would like to get involved please speak to Mr. Driscoll.

Graduating class of 2020 Year 12 For mal
The College was absolutely delighted to be able to finally celebrate the formal with the Graduating class of 2020. After a turbulent
year, that saw many rites of passage either cancelled or delayed, we were thrilled to be able to have the formal and dance the
night away. It was fantastic catching up with the students and reminiscing, while also finding out what they were up to now. The
feedback received indicated they enjoyed it just as much as we did!

Kylie Cotter
Head of Senior School

STEM
Corner
iBlastoids - not a
new Apple device

Scientists from Monash University have been able to
turn adult skin cells into early embryo cells
(blastocysts) - they have literally turned back time!
These revolutionary cells have been named
"iBlastoids".
This breakthrough will allow for scientists to research
causes of miscarriage (one in four pregnancies end in
miscarriage), infertility and human embryonic
development.
The ethical issues that usually surround these research
areas will be reduced, as it will no longer involve eggs
from donors.

Pinnacle Health - Mulgrave
On behalf of the team at “Pinnacle Health” - Mulgrave, we would like to offer WSC students with a FREE 2-week Gym Pass at our
club for the duration of the upcoming school holidays.
We believe it is important for kids to stay active during these times which is why we are welcoming them down to the club!
•
•
•

Students can access the gym Monday- Friday 9am-3pm from April 3 – 17 2021.
Students will need parental consent upon their first visit.
Students can follow the link below to activate their Free 2 Week Pass:

http://www.pinnaclehealthclub.com.au/school_hols_promo

