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CARING, STRIVING, LEARNING
Respect The Isolation - And Wear a Mask
The whole of Victoria is eagerly
waiting
for
the
Premier’s
“roadmap” announcement this
Sunday. I have no information as to
what might be unveiled, however
like all of us, I am looking forward to
some light at the end of the tunnel.
Once again, I take the opportunity
to congratulate all members of the
Wellington community – students,
teachers, and parents – for how we have responded to the
Stage 4 environment. As with everything Covid related,
we must continue to put our energies into things we can
control, rather than things that we have no control over.
GAT
One thing we do know is that for our Senior Students, the GAT
date has been locked in for Wednesday October 7. Given the
other variables of the Senior School assessments and end of year
exams, the GAT becomes a critical step in building the learning
profile – it is essential that all students approach the GAT with
diligence and determination. Whilst we cannot “study” for
the GAT, we should be building a very positive mindset about
its role in the overall assessment and ranking process for
each Senior School student. The Senior School and Careers
Team have certainly been pushing this message very hard.
Feedback from Parents, Teachers and Students – Surveys
Our students continue to login on a daily basis at extremely
high rates – well over 90% each day for all year levels. This
is an outstanding achievement from our student body. We
do however know from the surveys recently undertaken by
parents, students, and teachers that there are a number of
students who are beginning to struggle with “engagement
with the learning” in a remote learning environment. Whilst
some students thrive, others have found the grind of 2.0
a challenge. Our Wellbeing Team are always available to
support the teachers and students in classes where this
may be the case. Please let us know if you need support.
I thank everyone for taking the time to complete the
surveys – the information provided is critical in helping
us plan our future priorities and support for everyone.
3 Way Conferences
Earlier this week we sent out a newsfeed about the
upcoming three-way conferences – and I have gathered
some extracts below for those who may have missed it:
For VCE, VCAL and Year 10 Advanced Placement Students only:
The 2020, Term Three Reporting Process for VCE and VCAL
students will occur via Remote Three-Way Conferences on
Wednesday September 16, using the WEBEX platform. At

these virtual conferences, parents, guardians, and students
have the opportunity to speak to teachers about student
progress, attendance, participation, and attitude to learning.
There will be no scheduled classes on this day for all Year
levels 7-12, although all students are expected to participate
in ‘Self-Directed Learning’. That is, selecting tasks to focus
on from work that has already been set, choosing to
revise prior learning, or preparing for assessment tasks.
Teaching staff will make available appointment times from
8.30am to 6.30pm, blocking out break times at their discretion.
The Term Three Progress Reports for Years 7 to 12 will
be available to download on Monday, September 14.
Note: 3 Way Conferences for all other year levels will take
place at a later date
The guide to assist you in downloading the Webex
App and how to book interviews was part of the
Newsfeed, however you can access it HERE if you need
to If you need further support, please do not hesitate to
contact the General Office or the IT Helpdesk directly.
For families of International Students who are
living overseas, please contact Ms Connie to
arrange a suitable time to talk with the teachers.
We are all looking forward to catching up and sharing the
learning of our students through this virtual platform.
WOCAS Facebook Launch
We launched the Wellington Old Collegians Association
(WOCAs) Facebook page last Friday. This is a closed group for all
Wellington past students and all Wellington past and present
staff. Please note that it is not available for current students.
The purpose of this page is to gather information to build a data
base of the Wellington community as we move towards our
50 Year Anniversary celebrations in 2022/23. College Council
and Community Voice member – former student Eric Du is the
inspiration behind the Facebook page and he is being assisted
in moderating by Ms Hankin, Mrs Mann, and Ms Huffer.
Unbelievably, in less than one week we have over 1600
members of the page!! There have been countless examples
of conversations going down memory lane of our great school
– many of those stories are already “larger than life” and of
course they will only get bigger and bigger as time marches on.
If you are a former student and haven’t joined or you
know of a former student (or staff member) who has not
joined you may wish to forward the link below! We would
love to have you on board, and especially during these
challenging Covid times it can be a bit of a fun distraction!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/328405548516115/

Hugh Blaikie
Principal

National Science Week
This year we had to celebrate National Science Week remotely.
Students had the opportunity to explore this year’s theme
(Deep Blue: innovations for the future of our oceans) from
the comfort of their own home. Daily activities were pushed
out through the Compass Newsfeed and the activities ranged
from scavenger hunts, quizzes, and a digital escape room - all
themed around blue/oceans/water.
As advertised, prizes were up for grabs and I am pleased to
announce the winners are:
•

Shark quiz - Becky Xu (10L)

•

Scavenger hunt - Faheem Ayobi (10A)

•

Digital escape room - Issey Stomann (11J)

Thank you to all who participated and well done to our winners
- keep an eye on your inboxes for an e-prize!
Not to be outdone, staff also participated in National Science
Week by sharing photos that were related to this year’s theme.
Ms Mahmud, Ms Dryburgh, Mrs Jones, Ms Santoro, and Ms
Andrew sent in photos from somewhere we would all rather
be - somewhere warm, sunny and by the sea. Mr Feenane
completed a very scientific experiment at home, to determine
whether the type of cup influences the taste of his morning
cup(s) of coffee. Ms La and Ms Khera submitted a virtual
“Cheers!” with their favourite (blue) drinking vessels.
Hope everyone enjoyed the virtual events!

Teresa La
Director of STEM Education

S t u d e n t Wo r k S h o w c a s e
Year 7 English - Speeches
The character, Pai, in the year 7 English film study - ‘Whale
Rider’ performs a speech in a competition. She wins first
prize for her speech about her grandfather - a person she
admires. Year 7D wrote short speeches about people they
admire, here is a selection of some of them.
Click the following link for access

Whale Rider Speeches

Year 8 Music - Soundtrap
In Year 8 Music we are using an online music creating website
called “Soundtrap”. There has been some amazing things
created so far, and below are some examples of some of the
brilliant projects. Please click on the links to hear.
•

Dorothy Cai 8L - ‘Assessment Task’

•

Nancy Duong 8L - Slow trains

•

Jordan Lee-Pownell 8B - ‘Music 2020 Song’

•

Kelly Ly 8F - ‘Song 2’

•

Felix Chhay 8F - Insan!ty

Coral Formosa
English Teacher

Year 7 Humanities

Tray Driscoll-Plavins
Arts Curriculum Leader
~Eva

Students in Year 7 Humanities have been learning about the
consequences of using single-use plastic water bottles. For
the task they created an ad to persuade people to change
their habits.

Danny Tran - 7M
Students have also been looking at the many ways we can
save water and a class video has been produced:

Frances Prescott
Humanities Teacher

Eva Noelle Evano - 7M

S t u d e n t Wo r k S h o w c a s e C o n t i n u e d
Year 7 Chinese - Posters

Ethan Nguyen - 7K

Avneet Saggu - 7L

Angelyna Eng - 8D

Pirah Devani - 8H

Jenny Liu - 7J

Matheesha Kalpage - 7M

STEM
Corner
A Plastic Map App
(Technology meets
Sustainability)

We all know there is a lot of plastic waste out there,
however we don't know exactly how much.
The Earth Challenge app allows you to take a photo of
plastic waste no matter where you are. The images
you take and upload will help produce a global
database to let scientists know where the rubbish is
found, what type of rubbish it is and how much
rubbish there is.
So next time you are going out for your 1-hour daily
exercise, make sure to take your phone with you to
help deal with our worldwide plastic pollution
problem.

Download the Earth Challenge app
from the App store (here) or Play
store (here) or look for this icon!

