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Swimming Carnival
Caring, Striving, Learning... and “Respect The Congestion”

A fun day was had by all at Noble Park Aquatic Centre last
Friday. Students had the opportunity to participate in activities
such as volleyball, basketball and of course, swimming races
to earn points for their House. The waterslide was open to
all swimmers and year 12 students to enjoy following the
completion of the events program. I thank and congratulate
all students and staff for their involvement.

Despite the challenging weather conditions, the day was
filled with vibrancy and positivity throughout. From a year
12 perspective, it was wonderful to see all the costumes
and school spirit from the cohort. It was also excellent to
see the participation of the younger year levels, with many
competitors from the junior sub school as well as the support
from their peers.

A team of students was selected to represent Wellington SC
at Monash Division. The team of 35 students competed in
individual events, relays and even diving, with 13 students
earning a place at Eastern Metropolitan Region on Tuesday
March 24. Congratulations to all participants at the Monash
Division Competition.

All in all, it was a memorable day, setting a high standard for
the carnivals to come.

Kym Osmand
PE Teacher/Event Organiser

Alisha So
Year 12

Principal’s Report

2020 Council Membership and
Executive
At the Council meeting last Tuesday,
the new College Council Executive
was elected.
President: Jayce Naidoo
Vice President: Jol Alexander
Treasurer: Cindy Pilepich

The two elected Student Members
are Emily Stephens and Tishen Naidoo. Well done to the student
body on exercising their “Student Voice” in participating in the
election process.
Other members of Council are:
Parent Representatives: Klara Atkinson, Charni Pilkington,
Darrin Stephens
DET Representatives: Simon Coles, Peter Clarke, Kylie Cotter,
Cameron Barth
Co-opted Community Members: Sam Pirotta (President of
Community Voice), Rameen Khan, Nisha Udayakumar (College
Captains)
There is still a vacancy for a “Co-opted” member from the
Community Voice Team. If you are interested, you may wish to
contact Sam Pirotta or me for further information.
Congratulations and thank you to everyone who are able to
serve on Council.
The New Wellington Website
You may have noticed changes to our website over the last
couple of weeks. We have been re-building both the “back end”
and the public interface of our website and I am very pleased
with the results. There are still some parts to be finalised,
and Mr Dwyer is organising updates of our student leader
photographs to be added as appropriate. I acknowledge the
work of Ms Wendy Hankin and Mr James Heng for their many
hours of work in achieving this result. Feedback has been very
positive so far, however if you notice something, do not hesitate
to let us know.
2020 Annual Implementation Plan and 2019 Annual Report to
the Community.
A copy of the 2020 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) has
been put on the website for your information. Over the next
few weeks I will be preparing the 2019 Annual Report to
the Community. This will be tabled for endorsement at the
next Council meeting in April, before being submitted to the
Department of Education. Once that has been done, this report
will also be uploaded to our website.
Parents may also wish to access the My School website to view a
comprehensive set of data on our school’s performance.
http://www.myschool.edu.au/ – It is another digital forum
where our school’s outstanding performance is documented.
Census
Mr Dwyer and his team completed the Census on February
28. The final count was 1907 students (up from 1848 in 2019).
This includes 112 International full fee payers. Well done to the
Student Management team and Office Staff for managing the
process so efficiently.

Open Night – Wednesday March 18
We are going early with Open Night this Year – Wednesday
March 18, 6.30 for a 7.00pm start. One of the key features of the
new website is that you can now book School Tours “on-line”, so
if you have friends who might be considering Wellington as an
option for next year, please alert them to this feature. Mr Dwyer
and Mrs Roberts will commence their visits to the Primary
Schools over the next week.
Three Way Conferences – Wednesday March 25
Planning for Three Way Conferences on Wednesday March 25
is now underway and well advanced. Bookings will be open on
Compass late next week and parents can book interpreters via
the Compass Booking system.
As is normal practice, we are rescheduling the school day from
1.00pm to 8.00pm. There are no scheduled classes, however
students are expected to attend the Three Way Conferences
with their parents.
Swimming Sports
The House swimming carnival was held last week, and I know
there are lots of photos in other parts of today’s Journal. I
commend Ms Kym Osmond and her support team for the
efficient way in which the carnival was conducted. I was
particularly pleased to see the increase in participation by
our Year 7 students – we moved away from a limited number
“House” participants, to a more participatory model where
students who wished to swim, were able to do so and were
rewarded with house points. A great innovation and one that
will be carried over into the athletics sports later in the term.
Community Voice Group – Footy Tipping
At our first meeting this year the Community Voice Group
has agreed to once again sponsor our AFL Footy Tipping
Competition. The beauty of this competition is that it is “set and
forget”. You simply pick the results of all 23 AFL Rounds at the
start of the year and then watch throughout the season as the
drama unfolds!! (At $10 entry, with all money’s going back into
the College, this is a very simple, cheap and fun way to support
our Community Voice Team and of course, our students).
Entry forms and further details are available at the General
Office, but do not wait too long – the AFL season kicks off on
Thursday March 19.
Car parking, picking up and dropping off around the school
This is a friendly reminder to all parents to exercise extreme care
when dropping off or picking up children throughout the day.
We are literally a “small village” and at peak times there are lots
of students (and teachers) around. For the safety of everyone,
please take care and, follow the instructions of any school
signage. I also remind everyone about respecting local parking
restrictions and the rights of local residents when you park close
to the school or pull up to drop off or pick up your children. The
local Council does and will continue to do periodic local traffic
blitzes – especially in Singleton Drive, and across Police Road in
front of the shops. Fines are not insignificant when this occurs.
We ask our students to “respect the congestion” in the yard –
I’m asking parents and families to do the same in our streets.

Hugh Blaikie
Principal

Message From The College Captains
Hi everyone!
Nisha and Rameen, your College Captains here. We hope you
all are settling into your classes, ready for a productive year
ahead!
As College Captains, we have decided to centre our focus
around student involvement, especially in being educated on
the critical soft skills we require to be career ready when we
step out of school.
As our first motion in creating the conversation club, we are
inviting all Wellington Secondary College students to enter
our ‘design a logo for Speak to Lead’ competition!
Details and specifications are attached. Entries close March
13 and can be submitted to nuda1@schools.vic.edu.au
Good Luck!

Rameen Khan and Nisha Udayakumar
2020 College Captains

Year 8 Cyberia
Year 8 Avoid Cyberia
On Wednesday February 26, 2020 the College hosted the
performance group Brainstorm Productions who presented
the play ‘Cyberia’ for all Year 8 students.
‘Cyberia’ is a play about the complex issues surrounding
the misuse of technology and the damage caused by cyber
bullying . The performance explored the effects of excessive
screen time and violent video games. Internet safety, digital
citizenship and protecting our on-line reputation were also
covered. The play encouraged students to have empathy for
victims of the misuse of technology, and to understand that
bullying of any kind is not acceptable at our school.
I hope this play starts many conversations about the need to
be safe and responsible in the use of online technologies.

Peter O’Bree
Director of Student Services

House Swimming Car nival Photos
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Access Monash Mentoring Program
Wellington SC continues to have close ties with Monash
University. As part of this relationship, VCE students in Years
11 and 12 were able to apply to take part in the Access
Monash Mentoring Program. We have nearly 40 students
participating this year, with each student matched with a
Monash University student mentor studying in an area of
interest to their Wellington mentee.
The mentees will meet with their mentors around once a
fortnight and can participate in ‘shadowing’ activities, where
they get to experience uni life first hand. They receive a
financial bursary to encourage attendance at open days and
other university events. Some of our new 2020 mentees
attended an induction day at the Clayton campus, which
outlined the roles and responsibilities of both the mentors
and the mentees.

Lucina Huffer
Director of Student Pathways

Community Voice Group
The Community Voice Group is looking to recruit new
members for 2020 and beyond.
This is the perfect place to meet other parents, new friends
and get involved in activities that support your student’s
education.
If you’re interested in sharing your skills and working alongside
other creative and dynamic parents please come and join us.
We welcome all parents who are keen to get involved.
Upcoming meetings:
Wednesday March 29
Wednesday May 20
Wednesday July 29
All meetings are at 6.30 p.m. in the Vanellus Centre.

UPCOMING DATES:
Labour Day Holiday

-
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-
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Reading Week		

-

March 16

Open Night 		

-

March 18

3 Way Conferences

-

March 25

End of Term 1		

-

March 27
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