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Principal’s Report

Welcome to the Vanellus Centre
As I write this report, we are settled into our beautiful new building
– the Vanellus Centre – and I never tire of walking through both
levels of the building and seeing the with my own eyes 21st learning
occurring in state of the art 21st century learning spaces. We are so
lucky!
Furthermore, I am pleased to announce that the Premier has agreed
to come to school early in Term 3 to assist with the official opening. At
that function, I will be able to thank him on behalf of our community,
not only for his support in the creation of the Vanellus Centre, but for
his government’s $10.5m commitment to complete our Master Plan
which was announced in the recent State Budget. Running parallel
with this, the school has commenced our own local building project – to turn the old library space into a fully upgraded
and purpose-built Wellbeing Centre. We are planning for the Wellbeing Centre to be ready for opening at the beginning
of the 2020 school year.
Strategic Plan
We are in the first year of our new Strategic Plan and this year our 2019 Annual Implementation Plan has focussed on
two key Strategic Plan goals:
• To optimise learning growth and achievement for every student
• To empower every student to take ownership for their learning as 21st century global citizens
Specifically, our work this term has featured:
• Enhancing our Literacy work so that all students have access to support at all levels of their learning
• Building confidence in our students to actively work in partnership with teachers to guide and direct their learning
• Providing opportunities for all teachers to collaborate with each other to prepare work for our students and to
develop the individual support appropriate for every child in every class.
We look forward to continuing this work into the second half of the year and I thank staff and students for the fantastic
way in which we have worked together to achieve our goals.
NAPLAN On-Line
Wellington was one of the schools mandated to complete this year’s NAPLAN testing on-line. This proved to be a major

undertaking as it involved building our wireless capacity and ensuring that all the students had appropriate
devices that could connect with the network. We invested an enormous amount in upgrading our wifi
capacity and in providing the human support for all our Year 7 and 9 students across the NAPLAN week.
Thankfully, despite the problems that were identified in the media, all Wellington students were able to
complete the testing on-line, and I am confident that none of our students were disadvantaged by the new
system. We await with interest the results that will be available later in the year.
Student Voice, Resilience and Human Rights
Whilst not losing sight of our pedagogical and Literacy reforms, 2019 has seen the continuation of the
significant shift in emphasis towards building student resilience and “voice” across the college. In particular,
Wellington was chosen this semester to be part of a pilot project to develop a whole school approach to
human rights in schools. The project involved professional learning for staff and the opportunity for our
student body to engage in some very powerful conversations about what human rights might look like in
a school setting. At the time of writing, a draft of a film involving our school has just been released. Once
the final cut is approved, I will distribute the link to the community through Compass. Our students were
superb in articulating their “voice” in this work.
Wodonga and FISO Partnerships
Our Wodonga Partnership continues to prosper. Staff at both schools are continuing to collaborate
in a variety of different ways – from face to face meetings in either Wodonga or Melbourne to on-line
communication and discussion. Significantly, we have chosen to continue this relationship, even though
DET funding has been withdrawn. Our particular focus is addressing the literacy needs of our students
across the partnership and building staff capacity to deliver improved outcomes. However, there are
other key elements that involve technology, international students and the needs of EAL students at both
schools. More locally, we have joined the “Robust Writers” FISO group which allows to work with Albany
Rise and three other local Primary Schools. Not only does this address our literacy agenda, but also
allows us to build understanding of the transition needs of all students as they move from primary to
secondary school. Finally, we have responded to the DET’s Middle Years Literacy Program, by supporting
individually identified students who may be needing extra literacy or numeracy coaching. This support will
carry through to VCE for the students involved.
Open Night
Our Open Night was held on Wednesday March 27.
Feedback has been positive and as usual we will now await
the decisions made by families on their choice of schools
for next year. At this stage our Year 7 numbers are tracking
very closely with those of last year, which means that we
will prepare for 13 classes for the 2020 cohort. The school
will continue to grow, as it is evident that Wellington is the
secondary school of choice in our immediate area.
In closing, I wish everyone a safe and relaxing midyear break. Students should heed the messages that the
Semester 1 reports will hold and be ready to hit the ground
running for the beginning of Term 3.
Hugh Blaikie
Principal

Assistant Principal’s Report

Our new Vanellus Centre is a wonderful addition to our teaching and learning program at Wellington. Not only do we
have a magnificent building but also one that encapsulates our core values and truths about learning. It has been a
highly productive and innovative first semester with a number of major initiatives.
The introduction of Math Pathways has been a game changer for students and teachers on how we teach Numeracy and
Mathematics. The concept of students progressing at their own rate and level has generated high levels of engagement
and growth in our Junior and Middle School students who are trialling the program. Most importantly, it allows more time
for students and teachers to engage in rich tasks and problem solving activities. We should applaud the fantastic work
of our Maths and Numeracy teachers for their capacity to challenge their delivery of curriculum and pedagogy.
I would like to acknowledge the dedication and commitment of our former Director of English and Innovative Learning,
James Angelopoulos. James continues as a key member of our English VCE teams and Middle School while Rachael
Masterton has taken over the leadership of the Curriculum Area. We wish her ever success for the future.
Term Two was also a milestone for the Monash Tech
School which has now taken up its new premises at
Monash University. The facility is a state of the art
technology and maker space, guided by the principles
of design thinking. It offers our students access to real
life problem solving and 21st skills such as:
•
•
•
•

Communication
Collaboration
Creative Problem Solving
Critical Thinking

It is these skills in unison with deep knowledge that
provide our students with pathways to careers in a
multiplicity of areas from medical technologies to
sustainability. I would like to acknowledge the work of our Director of Curriculum Ms Marina Stergiou in orchestrating
the program for our students.

Work is also well underway for our student trips to China at the end of the year and New Caledonia at
the end of Term 3. The planning and organisation that goes into such trips is enormous and without the
dedication and commitment of the teachers driving these programs it simply would not happen.
I would also like to thank our parent community for their support of our NAPLAN Online trial. It was a genuine
collaboration of all stakeholders in our College to make this work for our students. It was a significant
moment in our history and a credit to all involved and most importantly for our young people who modelled
outstanding behaviour and commitment to the task.
We look forward to next Semester and the further embedding of our teaching and learning culture.
Fern Brisbane
Assistant Principal

C u r r i c u l u m E x p o , o r S t u d e n t Vo i c e
Expo...?

If you found yourself amongst the sea of students in M Block Gallery on
Thursday June 20, the day of our annual Curriculum Expo, you might have
asked yourself, ‘Where are the teachers?’ or, ‘Who is providing advice to the
Year 9 and Year 10 students as they look for advice and guidance to make
their subject choices for their Senior School studies?’
Well, the teachers were definitely there, somewhere in the background,
listening to our students’ voices, admiring our students’ confidence, watching
our young adolescents become ambassadors of their subject areas as they
became the advisors for each of their learning areas.
Yes, I believe our students ran the show (or the Expo, if you prefer)! And what
an amazing job they did! They became the embodiment of our College motto
‘Caring, Striving and Learning’.
Each year at the Curriculum Expo, Ms Lucinda Huffer, the Director of Career
Pathways, and her team, together with Ms Kylie Cotter, the Head of Senior
School, and myself create a unique educational experience for our Year 9 and
Year 10 students. In our College Theatre, Year 10 students are presented with
pathway options as they start to think about their studies in Senior School. New
terminology including satisfactory completion, ranking, ATAR calculations, prerequisites, subject scaling, SACs, VCAL and VET, is explained to students.
Current Year 12 students also speak to the Year 10s about their VCE journey.
Following presentations by several senior staff members, Year 10 students,
followed by Year 9 students, visit a buzzing M Block Gallery which is transformed
into a hub for discussion, advice, direction and guidance led by Year 11 and Year
12 students, and their teachers.
For the third year running, our Middle School students weaved their way through
the different Curriculum Area booths talking with Senior School students and
asking a variety of questions about the Englishes, the different Mathematics, the
Sciences, the Histories and Commerce, the Technologies, VCAL and VET, the
Languages, the Arts and Health and Physical Education. Our student advisors
provided honest and insightful perspectives on each of the subjects.

From the student comments provided below it is clear to see the value of this College event and the strong
culture that is embedded through the power of student voice.
Marina Stergiou
Director of Curriculum, Teaching and Learning
REAL TIME COMMENTS FROM SENIOR STUDENT HELPERS:
The ability to connect with other fellow students based on personal
experiences allows for a great awareness in both student voice and
communication.
Kha and Danny – Year 12
It is such a great opportunity to be able to inspire and encourage students
to choose subjects we really enjoy. It’s also really beneficial for us to widen
our communication skills and socialise with peers.
Michelle , Abby and Alisha – Year 11
It is an amazing experience to be involved in. It is really refreshing helping
and supporting a subject that students will absolutely enjoy. It is a great
way for students to know about all the different subjects out there and be
more informed so they won’t miss out. It’s a great way to connect with your
peers and be encouraged to open up.
Jaiden, Holly, Zayne – Year 11 (Theatre Studies)
We loved it! We loved interacting with others to influence them to do our beloved subject. It was so much
fun to show the amazing things you can do in the subject.
Leila, Yasmin – Year 11 (Studios Arts and Design)
Being able to help students think about their VCE subjects allowed us to share our experiences and was
both a beneficial experience for us and the year 10 students.
Maheen, Palvani, Asha, Jennifer - Year 11
Having the opportunity to voice my experience and pass on my knowledge on Mathematics is a dream
come true. It not only helps the Year 10s, but also assists me in the sense that I’m consolidating my
understanding on the subject.
Arpit - Year 11
It was a great opportunity to interact with students planning
to continue Chinese for their VCE studies. We had an
enjoyable time sharing our struggles and strengths while
studying the language.
Leon, Yufan, Yuhan - Year 11
It was a great opportunity to share and help students
based on our understanding of VCE French and being
able to guide the students to make informed decisions of
their future subjects. Overall, we really enjoyed having
discussions with the students and help them develop a
passion for studying a language in Year 11.
Aribah, Tia and Rameen - Year 11

Being here today is a fantastic experience, giving advice and offering
support to Year 10 students. We had a really great time coming to the
Expo to share with other students and talk about our experiences about
EAL in Year 11.
Agnes, Eva, Dararith - Year11
Being here today was a great opportunity for us to influence the possible
career aspects of the Year 10s. It was a great experience for us to help
influence the possible future choices of some of these students and to
help inform them what the benefits of taking this subject would be.
Kathryn and Camila - Year 11
The Curriculum Expo was a great experience to share our knowledge
with the Year 10 students as we knew exactly how they felt in their
current position. We thoroughly enjoyed helping those with a similar interest in career pathways to us. The Year 10s
were full of enthusiasm and curiosity which was exciting to see. We wish them the best for their future studies.
Samantha and Nem – Year 12 (PE)
The Curriculum Expo was a really amazing opportunity. We got to show students the importance of punctuality and
passion. We got to bring out the future in some people, with telling some students about the programs that are available
in VCAL and VET. Talking to the students about their future really helped them decide on what they wanted to do. We
really enjoyed explaining the VCAL program to the students and we feel like we convinced and really pushed students
into this important pathway. Thank you for this opportunity!
Hudson and Kristian – Year 12 (VET)
The Expo is a great idea. I feel like a lot of the students don’t fully understand what VCAL is about and what we do and
it’s a great opportunity to learn and discover what could be your calling.
Bella and Ashley – Year 12 (VCAL)
AND NOW FROM OUR YEAR 10s:
Coming into this, I had thought I had determined my future decisions, however this experience allowed me to communicate
with students and teachers, and gain insight into the other opportunities available.
Ryan

It was interesting to know the different subjects and what
is studied throughout the units.
Anastasia
I had my mind changed about dropping out.
Brandon
I found this very helpful, it was quite useful and I
appreciate the information given. I am now quite
confident in my future.
Ben Chang

do and what interests I have.
Bob

I learnt a LOT about what I can do in the future and what
subjects I need to do to do it. I also learnt what I like to

I learnt different things about all different subjects that I may be considering.
Ella
I found it very useful but now I’m very confused about what I want to do.
Linda
I found that the Expo was very helpful as it helped me look at many websites that school’s website has.
Annerin
The Expo was a useful experience as I gained lots of useful information about my further studies. It made
me more sure of possible subjects for next year. An improvement could be to put all of the information
about the subjects onto Compass for easy access.
Emily
I think it was really helpful to speak to other students and ask questions to both the teachers and the
students as it helped me answer the questions I still had.
Cassie
It was very useful and helped me work around what I want to do in the future and especially what subjects
to do next year in order to achieve my aspirations and goals. It was good that the students ran the Expo
because we got a better perspective and a true experience.
Daniella
The expo was really good with heaps of information for students wanting to do VCE and VCAL. The only
bad thing is that there wasn’t much info about leaving school and different pathways we could take when
we leave.
Petar
I believe the Expo was extremely handy, providing students with useful information that gives pathways
for students to decide and change.
Kevin

We l l i n g t o n Pa r t n e r s w i t h
M o n a s h Te c h S c h o o l

The majority of students in Years 7, 8 and
9 this year will have the opportunity to
spend three days working at the Monash
Tech School which is now located
at Monash University, at the Clayton
Campus.
The focus at Monash Tech School is on
industry-led problem-solving in a hightech environment. Our students will
be involved in innovative educational
programs which foster design-thinking
problem-solving, creative and critical
thinking, and promote communication
and collaborative teamwork using the
most contemporary technologies. These are key competencies our students will need as they enter the technologydriven, globalised world of the 21st Century, and reinforce the General Capabilities of the Victorian Curriculum that we
focus on in all our curriculum at Wellington.
Monash Tech School exposes our students to the emerging areas of materials science medical technologies,
pharmaceutical technologies and new energy technologies, promoting the study of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) while linking these to the importance of the Humanities, the Arts and Social Sciences
(HASS). This combination is built around the partnered focus on entrepreneurship, allowing students to develop
enterprise skills and capabilities identified as critical for future workforces. As part of their experience at the Monash
Tech School, students and staff will visit industry and community partners in conjunction with the work they undertake.
There are three very exciting and stimulating programs that Wellington students will be involved in at the Monash Tech
School.
Our Year 7s will be involved in the Superhuman program which tasks students with designing implants, wearables,
smart clothing, and bionic devices as solutions for medical scenarios.
Superpowers offers our Year 8 students an in-depth and interdisciplinary understanding of new energy, asking students
to design solutions to problems that incorporate new energy systems. The program includes a tour of Monash University
in Clayton, demonstrating to students how new energy solutions are practicably used in the real world.

The Superhealth program is a hands-on and innovative program in which our
Year 9 students will be introduced to a number of health sciences. Students
learn about the differing medical needs in areas around Victoria, and design
hospitals of the future to handle these pressing medical needs.
Marina Stergiou
Director of Curriculum, Teaching and Learning
Year 7C and 7G attended the Monash Tech School for three days at the start
of June. The students’ brief was to design a solution that helps six people with
chronic health issues and make them ‘superhuman’. The students worked
collaboratively in four groups of six (Team Eye, Team Heart, Team Hand and
Team Kidney), to understand their problem, consider their ‘patients’ who
need a solution, create this solution and pitch it to their peers on the final
day. The types of problems people had included were Glaucoma, Renal
Failure and Pacemaker issues.
Janene Watt
Digital Technologies teacher
Comments from two of the Year 7 teams:
“We had fun at Monash tech school because it was full of new things for us to learn and the technology was
new. There was laser cutting, 3D printing and a lot of technological equipment. The hardest challenge we
faced was thinking about different ideas and agreeing with each other’s ideas.” – Team Heart
“Our group was studying the eye and its function. We
used circuits, wires and many different materials to
form a final product. Our final product worked with a
button which was connected to circuits and that which
we coded different components for. We focused on
Glaucoma, a disease our imaginary patient, Tim
Churchill, was diagnosed with at a young age. We
had to come up with a product to help the patient.
At first, our team was struggling, however, after
brainstorming, our team merged four ideas to make
one big and smart idea. It was hard but we worked
as a team, and we made it together. By the end of the
process, our product was successful.” – Team Eye

Junior School Report

Once again this semester has passed very quickly. The Year 7 students have settled in well and it is pleasing to see the
positive approach the students have displayed towards their studies and the responsible way they respond to College
expectations. Year 8 students have been positive role models to the new students and assisted with a smooth transition
to secondary school.
Year 7 students, with the assistance of their key
teachers and the Wellington Welcomes You
program, have embraced the Wellington Way
with our values “Caring, Striving and Learning”
apparent in their interactions with peers and
their teachers. They have experienced some
interesting and informative sessions with Mr
O’Bree regarding their safety and well-being
at Wellington and have been introduced to
the other members of the Wellbeing team
in small group sessions which they have
attended. They met and worked with their Year
10 Peer Support leaders who provided them
with strategies to help them settle in and deal
with the demands of secondary school life and
participated in a number of activities facilitated
by their key teacher.
All Junior School students were involved in the Athletics and Swimming
Carnivals in Term 1 and are to be commended for their participation, attitude
and behaviour. Congratulations to the students who progressed to Zone
and District competitions. A number of students have also participated in
Interschool Sport representing the College in a variety of sports.
At the beginning of Term 2, Year 8 students were given the opportunity to
attend camp at Phillip Island. This year, 110 Year 8 students and students
from the WIELC attended the camp, organized by Mr Wilsmore and Ms Khera,
along with a number of staff members who gave up the week with their families
to provide this opportunity for our students.

A Special mention goes to Sasa Mirkovic in Year 7, along with Emma Luxford
in Year 9 (pictured left), who were both recognised at a special luncheon held
by Dandenong Council for their efforts in volunteering in the community.
Special thanks to the Junior School Team – Ms Khera and Mr Wilsmore (Year
8 Coordinators), Mr Mcardle and Ms Birrell (Year 7 Coordinators) and Mrs
Jansen for their support and work with the students.
Congratulations to all students and staff for the great work completed in
Semester 1.
Carmel Roberts
Head of Junior School

Senior School Report

Senior School have had a great start to the year.
Year 12s started the year off with the Jumpstart program that gave the students the chance to bond as a
group while also learning about important things such as the importance of sleep and goal setting. There
have been two Staff v Students tournaments with the staff taking out both the volleyball and the all sports,
it looks like it may be the staff’s year to take the cup. Senior school have had a few successful theme days
such as future profession, movie/tv character and the 90’s.
We look forward to a successful Semester 2.
Kylie Cotter
Head of Senior School

Honouring Our High Achievers

2018
VCE 90+ Club
Lisa Peng
98.45
College Dux

Sweeney Lim
97.75

David Nguyen
97.00

Alvin Xu
96.75

Neap Yanith Chea
96.55

Phillip Danh
96.10

Sandy Ha
95.90

Techhuy Keo
95.75

Yishu Lin
95.40

Huy Vu Hua
95.25

Eliza Dianne
Mapili
95.10

Lalin Tea
94.85

My Phung Dao
94.30

Thuy Duong Vu
94.20

Immanuel
Christabel
93.90

Hoang Minh
Nguyen
93.85

Sophalleaphea Oun
93.50

E Kho
93.50

Chan Khow
93.15

Nguyen Nhat Thu
Vo
93.10

Sung Weng
Phung
93.05

Nesreen Dabis
92.65

Lisa Perretta
92.40

Dasuni
Jayawardena
91.70

Wang Xiang
91.55

Sayuri
Pelmadulla Mohottige
91.15

Hashim Zia
91.15

Marvin Tia
91.10

Sivlin Sun
90.85

Helen Ly
90.75

C a r e e r s a n d Pa t h w a y s

Career News
Each week a Careers newsletter is distributed via Compass Newsfeed to Year 10-12 students and their families. These
newsletters remain on Compass for one week, before being replaced by the next edition. To access previous editions
of the Career News, please go to the Wellington SC Careers website at www.wellingtonsccareers.com . Students and
families in Years 7-9 who would like to read the newsletter can also access it on the Wellington Careers website.
This term students in Years 9-12 received instructions to complete their resume using the template available in the ‘For
Students’ section of the careers website. This is a simple yet effective means of producing a clearly written and well
formatted resume.
If there are special careers-related events coming up, such as tertiary information sessions, career ‘taster’ days, open
days or school holiday career events, these will also be sent out to the relevant year levels via Compass Newsfeed.
Year 9 Morrisby Online Assessment
The vast majority of Year 9 students completed their Morrisby Online Assessment on May 1, as part of a new initiative
funded by the State Government. It was hoped that the one-on-one counselling would take place in late May and
early June. However, the authority overseeing the process has indicated that we may have to wait until Term 4 for our
counselling sessions. More information will come out once the process is confirmed.
The Year 9s conducted themselves in a highly commendable fashion when undertaking their Morrisby Online, with
most remembering their laptop and all taking the process very seriously. The students were able to log back into their
accounts after 4pm on the day they completed the assessment to access
their report.
If they sat the assessment on May 1 the students will also receive a
printed copy of their report at their counselling appointment, which is highly
personalised and will prove incredibly useful to them in planning for their
future. Students also now have life-time log in to the Morrisby Online, so
can sit the assessment again whenever they wish and as often as they
wish.
Year 10 Subject and Course Counselling
Year 10 students are gearing up to make choices about their senior school
studies. To reiterate what was distributed via Compass Newsfeed, the

following events will have recently taken place or will
take place in the coming weeks:
• During Periods 1&2 on June 20, Year 10 students will
be shown a presentation covering options for senior
school studies, including VCE, VCAL, VET and the
differences in VCE English and Maths subjects on
offer.
• Also on June 20, in Periods 3&4 the Curriculum Expo
was held, which gives Year 10s the opportunity to
explore subject options for VCE as well as to explore
VCAL and VET as possible choices.
• In the 2-3 weeks following the information session
and expo, each Year 10 Health & P.E. class will
have a 100 minute session with two members of the
Careers staff, at which they will be taught to check
for prerequisite subjects that they must undertake at VCE in order to access specific university courses,
how to access the College Senior School handbook, etc.
• The Year 10 Course Counseling individual appointments will take place on Friday July 26 and parents/
guardians will be invited to attend with their child. Bookings will be made via Compass for a time
between 11am-6pm. A Compass Newsfeed will go out closer to the date, once bookings are open; these
appointments will be made using the same process as 3-way conference appointments.
Year 12 Counselling
All Year 12 students are expected to make at least one course/careers appointment this year, with many
likely to have more than one. So far, more than half of the year level have had an appointment, which is
excellent.
To schedule an appointment students are asked to come to the Careers Office and make a time when they
are not missing class. This will typically mean they see Ms Huffer in their study block times.
For students planning to apply for university and TAFE studies next year, most courses will require a
Victorian Tertiary Admission Centre (VTAC) application. VTAC opens for registration in early August. Year
12 students and their families will receive a calendar of important dates/deadlines via Compass Newsfeed,
and frequent reminders to meet these deadlines.
Farewell to Josie Davenport
Josie has been a highly valued member of the Careers and Pathways Team in
her capacity as a Careers Assistant since May 2001. Over these years, she has
provided excellent service to the College and been a friendly and helpful face in
the Careers Office. She has undertaken work that actively contributes to making
sure that we deliver the highest quality careers service possible.
Josie has decided to retire, so that she can spend time with her family and take the
opportunity to travel. We will really miss her in the Careers and Wellbeing area and
wish her all the best for a happy and healthy retirement.
Lucinda Huffer
Director of Student Pathways

Library

The move to our new Library in the Vanellus Centre was the
highlight of first semester. Moving an entire library provided
many challenges but the event went quite smoothly. Our new
shelves accommodate and display our collections beautifully.
The yellow and grey colour scheme is fresh and inviting. The
large number of students that flock to the library at recess and
lunch time speaks to the appeal of it. The Presentation area
adjoining the library is particularly popular, with students making
themselves comfortable with the colour coordinated cushions on
the carpeted steps. The class area accommodates our reading
classes comfortably, with the interactive promethean board
supporting a range of digital activities. When it comes time
for quiet reading, again the steps in the presentation area are
popular.
Our vibrant and continually updated collections keep students
reading. The Principal’s Reading Challenge at Year 7 got off to a
great start with many digital badges already awarded and some
students already meeting the criteria for a Principal’s Reading
Challenge certificate.
Chess, card games, reading, computer activities, homework and
jigsaw puzzles remain popular recess and lunchtime activities.
The colouring jigsaw puzzle provided hours of entertainment to
both those putting it together and those colouring the completed
puzzle.
Heather Bowles
Library Manager

S t u d e n t Vo i c e , A g e n c y a n d
Leadership

At Wellington, our goal is to ensure all students have
an opportunity to express their ideas and opinion
safely to positively influence change. It is through
this agency, that students develop autonomy and
empowerment to take direction of their learning
to become self-regulating learners. This semester
we have witnessed amazing Student Voice and
Agency happening across the college, both inside
the classroom and out.
Achievements so far:
• Developing curriculum. The student curriculum
team is working with peers and teachers to
design a unit of work. This involves students
attending staff meetings and holding focus
groups to listen to student feedback
• Advocating for Human Rights
• Food and Friendship lunch. An initiative where
students invite teachers to have lunch, as to build meaningful relationships and increase student outcomes
• Students designing assessment tasks and rubrics
• Organisation, planning and budgeting excursions to enhance learning and student engagement
• Established a group called ‘Wellington Pride’. Currently, the group is collaborating with Wodonga Secondary
College, which hopes to bring the country school to Melbourne to share ideas and discuss how school values bring
a school community together
It has been a rewarding semester, with students dedicated to engage and create memorable learning experiences, not
only for themselves, but for each student at Wellington. It has been amazing to see students wanting to instil school
pride and create a safe learning environment for every student.
Jessica Wallis
Director of Student Voice, Agency and Leadership

McCrae Homestead
To incorporate Student Voice and Agency into our
learning, all of 9N collaboratively worked with Ms. Wallis
to integrate our learning of European Settlement with an
engaging excursion to McCrae Homestead. We were
able to learn many things about the history of the house
and most importantly, the relationship between these
European settlers and the Aboriginal people, who are
native to the area. We learnt about life in the 1880s and
what they did to survive.
Not only did we learn about Indigenous culture and the
positive relationship between the McCrae’s and the local
Indigenous tribe, but we were able to experience firsthand how butter was made, and how much labour went
into it. Cream was poured into a butter churner and was vigorously turned.
The process of making cheese was to separate the solids from the liquids.
What was left over was butter milk and the actual butter. The butter milk
had to be extracted from the butter otherwise, over time the butter would
turn sour. After you would soak the block of butter into water, to get rid of
the remaining butter milk.
We also learnt about the importance of Indigenous law of living off the
land. Aboriginals found uses for many bush foods, for example sap from
a wattle tree. This sap could be used for many purposes, they could suck
on it like a lolly, mix it with other ingredients to make glue. The experience
learnt at McCrae Homestead was invaluable. It linked class learning to
actual historical events. It was also very rewarding to have an idea and
be able to follow through with it. Because it was our idea, it made the
excursion more meaningful for our learning.
Joanna Pham, 9N

Student Engagement
Activities

Wellington has a wide range of Student Engagement Activities and Clubs that run during lunch time and after school.
The lunch time activities provide fantastic opportunities for students to engage in fun and games, to socialise and
make new friends in a very supportive environment. The Homework Clubs offer academic support and opportunities for
students to learn new skills and explore new ideas.
STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Developing leadership potential among students is an important aspect of Wellington Secondary College. Students attend
both in-house and external programs that build leadership capacity and get opportunitites to demonstrate leadership at
various levels. The year started with 8 year 9 and 10 students attending the GRIPS LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE at
the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre in March. The conference concentrates specifically on training student
leaders for their role as SCHOOL LEADERS. The style, topics, and content of this conference all focus on what the
students can do RIGHT NOW.
ALPINE SCHOOL OF STUDENT LEADRESHIP
Year 9 students have the oportunity to attend the Alpine
School of Student Leadership. This unique residential program
focuses on engaging students in activites that allow them to
learn about the local environment and cultures, improving their
abilities in Thinking and Learning, peer skills, Leadership and
Teamwork. The students implement a Community Learning
Project on their return. Currently, there are 4 students at
the Alpine School for Student Leadership Training at the
Snowy River Campus. They have been there since the start
of term 2. The program at Snowy focuses on engaging the
students in activities which allow them to explore and learn
about the local environment and cultures; both indigenous
and non-indigenous. They engage in safe and enjoyable
outdoor experiences which facilitate the practical application
of knowledge gained from Thinking and Learning, Peer Skills,
Leadership and Teamwork.
MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSEMBLY (MONASH UNIVERSITY)
Model United Nations Assembly or MUNA simulates the workings of the United Nations Assembly. Wellington students
represent a country and debate on issues such as the death penalty, human rights, gender equality and this year it was

on Sustainability Cities. The experience enables students to improve their public speaking and debating
skills, and builds their awareness of the situation of other countries in the world.
Malini Ravintharan
Student Engagement Leader
On May 15, a selection of Year 10 Students, Ryan, Jacqueline, Joey, David and Emma had taken an
interest in participating in the Model United Nations Conference hosted by Monash University Law School.
We worked cohesively alongside different schools. In reference to groups, Wellington was given Mexico
(represented by Ryan, Jacqueline, Joey) and Senegal (represented by David and Emma).
The topic of discussion was in accordance to Goal 11 of the United Nations Sustainable Goals. Goal 11
refers to the aim for cities to be comprehensive, protected and flexible, in achieving the overall objective
of Sustainable Development. The Countries had started with their Position Statements, conveyed by Ryan
(Mexico) and Emma (Senegal). The Conference was then trailed by The Caucus Session, both Moderated
and Unmoderated. Not long after was the Amendments to the Draft Resolution. Both Mexico and Senegal
had proposed changes to the Draft Resolution, Preamble and Operative. With the favouring of different
countries, we had the option to vote on the proposed amendments. The Conference was extraordinary. It
had enhanced our comprehension of the usefulness and structure of The United Nations Conference. Many
thanks to Monash Law School and Mrs Ravi for organising this conference.
Congratulations to Mexico's revision which had gone into the Final Resolution:
Mexico’s Amendment: 2.5 Calls upon financially able states to assist to improve environmental sustainability
by promoting and investing in clean energy, generating renewable and affordable energy, minimising their
environmental impact, sustainably using land and resources in urban development, as well as protecting
ecosystems and biodiversity.
Ryan Chamroeun, Jacqueline Phung and Joey Chan - Team Mexico

S t u d e n t We l l b e i n g

The Wellington Wellbeing Centre has been the hub of a variety of health services this year, with many families taking
advantage of the convenience of medical and psychology services offered on site. Dr Laxman Tharmarajah, Dr Simon
Joel and Dr Steven Lu from the McKinley Medical Centre in Mulgrave have visited the college on Tuesday or Wednesday
afternoons regularly to see students on an appointment basis. This has been an excellent service in that students have
found them very ‘youth friendly’ and easy to talk to. Arranging an appointment prior to the doctor’s visit is just a phone
call to Mr O’Bree or a student visit to the Wellbeing Centre. In addition to this excellent service, we have the support
of Engage 1 on 1 Psychology in the form of a psychologist (Hollie Ardana) who visits the college to support students
who have a referral from a GP. Hollie visits on Mondays and Thursdays. Both of these health services are bulk billed on
Medicare, so there is no cost to families.
In addition this year, many families have taken advantage of the Student Eyecare program for eye testing that began
in term 1 and will conclude early in term 3. Elissa Blackman will have tested over 400 students by the time the project
ends, with Medicare bulk-billing saving families on this important health expense. We thank Elissa for her dedicated and
student-friendly service.
The Student Wellbeing Team has been very active in classrooms, in running programs
for students at the Wellbeing Centre and in counselling individuals. In addition to Shelley
Beasley, our Adolescent Health Nurse, the team composes our Chaplain Rachael Jones,
our Director of Student Services Peter O’Bree, Natasha Dickinson (who has taken primary
responsibility for Junior students in the role of Student Welfare Coordinator, in addition to
her role as Inclusion Coordinator) and Jared Bayly our Social Worker who is supporting
students at risk of disengagement from education through attendance difficulties.
The Student Wellbeing team has been active this year in supporting students and families,
as well as running programs. Students coming into the college have been involved in
a number of activities. Year 7 took part in the Peer Support program during term one.
Friendship strategies and avenues of support at Wellington were explored as Year 10
leaders worked with Year 7 class groups. Year 7 learned about Wellington’s anti-bullying
policy through Peer Support and the student services section of the ‘Wellington Welcomes
You’ program. They saw a theatre production ‘Verbal Combat’ which dealt with bullying
and its effects. Shelley Beasley, Rachael Jones and Jared Bayly have been running
friendship and social skills groups this semester for junior students.

Year 8 this term saw the production ‘The
Flipside’ which examined the essential aspects
of maintaining internet safety and protecting
personal details. Cyberbullying and its long
reaching effects were displayed for student
consideration in this production.
Year 10
students considered the effects of stress and
pressure raised by the ‘Wired’ presentation. The
main message was to communicate with friends,
family or teachers so that support is forthcoming
before any crisis develops.
Year
12
explored
Respectful
Relationships
issues
with
a
presentation during their JumpStart
program early in the school year.
Students from a range of year
levels assisted in making ribbons
for IDAHOBIT day in May, in a bid
to eradicate discrimination towards
LGBTI people in our community. The
Breakfast Club continued this year in
its successful format in the Wellbeing
Centre and maintained its popularity
and provided great service to students
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings.
The Wellbeing Team stands willing and able to assist students and families with any issue causing concern.
Please give us a call or come in to chat.
Peter O’Bree
Director of Student Services: Wellbeing

International Programs

Wellington has such a great reputation overseas that
many international students want to join our happy
family. Unfortunately they don’t all make the cut for
different reasons but for those who are fortunate
enough to be offered a place they feel privileged.
They join a diverse group of positive, enthusiastic
and happy students each with different skills and
talents. I feel quite fortunate to head the International
Student Program and work with a wonderful team
who support both me and the students to help them
achieve their potential. So many international visitors
come through our doors and they are all made to feel
very welcome.
We love it when former students come back and
visit and speak to current students about life after
Wellington.
Connie Tzelepis
Director of International Programs

Interschool Sport

Year 8 Girls Soccer
On Wednesday June 12, a team of fourteen
enthusiastic Year 8 girls made their way
to Monash University sporting fields to
compete in the Monash District Soccer
Round. We started the day, by having a
friendly warmup, with our assistant coach,
David. Even though the weather wasn’t
the best, we persisted right through it! Our
first match was against the Wheelers Hill
Year 8’s, going into the match, we saw it
as an opportunity to work on our defensive
and attacking structures. So when we won
the game 10 – 0, it provided a real boost
of confidence and our goal scorers were
Deannah (7), Georgia (2) and Zara.
Our second game was against the Wheelers
Hill Year 7 team. We took this opportunity
to give players a chance to play in other
positions. We experimented a little with a
more attacking structure, and we won 7 - 0!
The scorers were Georgia (3), Sonia, Jaee, Thuy and Mia. This gave Sonia, Jaee and Thuy, who usually play defence,
more confidence in themselves.
Our next game was probably the most important as it was against the Brentwood Year 8 team. Win and we would go
through to the regional finals. Thankfully we had a great defensive team (Aarya, Jaee, Sonia and Michaela) which
allowed us to focus on attacking the Brentwood team. We won 4 - 0, with Georgia (2) and Deannah (2) scoring once
again.
Our fourth and last game was against the Brentwood Year 7 team. We got off to an amazing start with Georgia scoring
2 goals and Jaee scoring 1. We mixed things up in the second half and tried a few players in different positions. We
managed to keep a clean sheet and Thuy and Zara both scored 1 each, which gave us the victory 5-0, in our favour.

Congratulations to our Year 8 Girls Soccer Monash District Champions! We wish them well at the Eastern
Regional Championship on Wednesday July 31 in Thornbury.
Soccer Girls: Jaee Virkar (8G), Evalyn Bui (8M), Aarya Daware (8G), Zara Badic (8L), Leah Modouris (8G),
Nikki Pullar (8L), Sonia Doan (8L), Deannah Xistras (8F), Thuy Nguyen (8H), Michaela Katsianas (8L), Mia
Matta (8E), Marley Brown (8K), Georgia Kakalis (8F), Cassie Anania (8K)
Team Manager: Pranathi Kengeri (8G)
Assistant Coach: David Dimoski (10B)
Coach: David Hose
By Pranathi Kengeri, 8G
Intermediate Netball
Year 9 and 10 girls represented Wellington at interschool netball at Waverley Netball Centre. The teams
played against Wheeler's Hill, Brentwood, South Oaklegh and John Monash. We had success in a number
of games, and were competitive in our other games. The girls were strong, played well as a team, tried
their hardest, and backed each other up 'til the final whistle. I look forward to working with the girls next year
should they choose to play interschool netball again.
Janene Watt
Digital Technologies Teacher

Arts and Instrumental
Music

Lots happening in the Arts during first semester.
After the auditions, "Shrek" rehearsals are now in full swing with the cast keenly look forward to performances in August.
Drama club is running on Friday lunchtimes, and Busking Day enabled students to show their skills.

In Year 7 Classroom Music this semester has started up a
"battle of the bands" between the different music classes.
Each group gets to choose as a whole class a song to
rehearse and perform for the other year 7 groups at a Gala
performance at the end of the semester. The students have
to work out who plays which instruments, who is singing, any
costumes or dancing or stage material involved. It is a very
large task and involves a lot of cooperation and teamwork.
Each group performed incredibly well at the Gala. The
judges ruled that 7D (performing 'Happier' by Marshmello)
was the runner up, while 7L (performing 'Old Town Road' by
Lil Nas X) was ultimately the victors! Well done to 7L, 7B,
7D, 7F, 7H & 7J for their wonderful performances!
In instrumental music, exciting things have been happening. Band rehearsals have been up and running, including the
beginning of a new ensemble, the "Intermediate Concert Band". This makes a total of 10 different regularly rehearsing
ensembles at the school! We just had our annual Winter Concert on June 19. Each group performed extremely well.
Over the night we heard hits such as "How Far I'll Go", "Pink Panther", "Pirates of the Caribbean" & "Star Wars". We also

heard some small ensemble
acts, including an incredible
Acapella solo by Nanami
Zen. The night ran very
smoothly thanks to the help
of the Community Voice
Committee, Mr. Shadur
and his Tech Crew, and of
course the Performing Arts
Executive team, made up
of students from all different year levels, led by Megan Ross.
This semester, the student run Performing Arts Executive team
have been keeping very busy. They started the year with the idea of
forming a lunchtime "Drama Club". Join in with the drama fun and
improvising games each friday lunchtime in K03, supervised by Mr.
Brisbane. Soon after, planning went underway for the "busking day".
This of course was another massive feat of organisation and it ran
incredibly well. The next
event to be run by the
team is the "Christmas in July" concert, to be held at lunchtime
on June 25. Well done to Sarah, Megan, and all the hard work
of the entire Performing Arts Executive so far this year.
This year's production of "Shrek Jnr." is running smoothly. With
the largest ensemble of cast and crew ever seen at Wellington,
this years show is shaping up to be the biggest, brightest and
most beautiful show to date! Produced and Directed by Mr.
Alexander, the cast rehearse twice a week after schools on
Monday and Thursday. This year features the lead actors Jordan
Sotille-Roxas as "Shrek", Jonny Tran as "Donkey" and Holly
Pirotta as "Fiona". There is a special saturday night show this
year, and tickets are selling fast! Make sure to see the cashier
to get your tickets before they are gone. Shrek Jnr. is playing at
the MJP Theatre 7:30pm, August 28 to 31.
This year's performing arts camp was a very productive and
exciting experience. The days were packed with rehearsals for both the school production, and the
various different instrumental music ensembles. Running
Monday to Wednesday, there was plenty of time for students
to relax, study (if so inclined!), play games, or play musical
instruments. There was a lot of action in the second annual
"Spoon Assassins" game, as well as a large puzzle hunt,
trivia, movies and of course the concert to showcase all the
hard work that each group has put into the camp (as well as
some other...surprising acts).
Students in Unit 4 Studio Arts attended a full day program
at the NGV on Thursday June 20, with Mrs. Szabo and Mr.
Sakaris, as part of their studies in the Arts Industry. The day

included an introduction to the exhibition Terracotta Warriors: Guardians of Immortality /
Cai Guo-Qiang: The transient landscape and a viewing, followed by behind the scenes
insights into methods and considerations involved in the preparation, presentations and
conservation of works of art in this major exhibition at the NGV. Students listened to insights
from the curator, conservator, exhibition designer and marketing teams, followed with a Q
& A. Students then attended an exhibition by Sam Shmith The Sacredness of something at
a Commercial gallery, Arc One.
Many great artworks were also produced by students at all year levels. The artworks were
all produced with various mediums and some artworks were even worked on collaboratively.
Ross Brisbane
Arts Curriculum Area Leader

Humanities

Humanities and Commerce has had a busy start to 2019. With Anzac day, National apology day, Cultural awareness
day and Reconciliation week, our students have been challenged to reflect on what these truly mean to them as well as
our community.
During this semester our Year 10 students visited the Jewish Holocaust centre in Elsternwick, to further support their
studies of the Holocaust. They spent the day exploring source material as well as speaking to survivors who experienced
the Holocaust first hand. The students were completely blown away by this and found the experience invaluable. Many
left the centre with their perspective of the Holocaust completely changed, and it was clear that the experience touched
them on a deep level.

Our Year 8 students have completed a study on
Medieval Europe, exploring the views and values of
the time, as well as how society was constructed.
On Friday June 7, the College hosted a Medieval
day, which included a travelling company ‘History up
Close’, putting on several displays and activities for the
students, including Medieval warfare, fighting, music
and dance as well as costume, dress and games. The
day was an amazing experience for our students, and
it truly felt like we had been transported back in time.

Year 7 has also had an opportunity to go back in
time by investigating Ancient Egypt. They have
been exposed to two fantastic opportunities
this semester, an Egyptian exhibit as well as a
cross curricular program on Ancient Egypt. The
exhibition allowed our students to explore some
fantastic replicas of artefacts which they have
studied in the Egyptian unit, further enhancing
their understanding. Along with the cross
curriculum program allowed the students to
explore how Ancient Egypt can be explored in the
other curriculums at the College.
Business Management
Our Year 11 Business Management students were fortunate in having the founder of Lord of the Fries come
in to talk to them about her journey in the business world. She talked about the challenges of setting up a
business and how she overcame them to create a successful business. She talked about the importance of
teamwork, hard work, enthusiasm and using initiative in setting up a business. It provided inspiration to our
students learning business concepts.
Jackson Keat
Humanities Curriculum Area Leader

Languages

Nightingale Movie Excursion
On Wednesday March 27, VCE Units 3 and 4
Chinese, and Year 10 students watched a film named
‘Nightingale’. Despite the unexpected extended delay
caused by the maintenance work on the train line in the
morning, students and accompanying teachers (Ms.
Ren and Ms. Zhuang) managed to arrive at the ACMI
punctually. All the students had great fun, enjoyed the
film and had a scrumptious luncheon on the day.
Here are students’ reflections after watching the movie:
The film Nightingale illustrates the reality of changes and its impact in modern China. The film shows a sweet grandpa
taking his city granddaughter on an adventure back to his old village to visit his wife's grave. The film opened my eyes
into Chinese culture, the family structure, the different dialect of Chinese. It was a gentle, lovely film with marvellous
scenes on the landscape of China like the bamboo forest and rivers. Yet it failed to give the audience the feeling of
excitement of some sort. The ending was a happy ending so overall I would rate it an eight out of ten stars and would be
happy to recommend anyone who is learning Chinese to improve their skill or just someone who is looking for a good
movie to watch.
- Mia Duong. 10C
It's a beautiful movie and the dichotomy of city/village and urban/rural areas is definitely present. It's a story about getting
in touch with your roots and origins, it's a story about our presence in the world and the importance of human interactions
with a small critique of technology. I would highly recommend this film for anyone who is a lover of travel within China or
is interested in modern Chinese culture and scenery. The vocabulary is great for those learning Mandarin too.
- Eva Tran. 10K
‘夜莺’拍的电影很好看了! 这个电影有一个小中国女叫Ren Xing。她很喜欢自己的iPad。Ren Xing 一天到晚在她的iPad
前边。她放假和她的父母不在家，所以Ren Xing要去在她的爷爷的房子，要那里住一个星期。Ren Xing和她的爷爷一起
去某地，但是她们去去错了地方。Ren Xing一开始很粗鲁和非常内向，可是后来Ren Xing对她的爷爷很有礼貌和开心。最
后，Ren Xing与家人团聚。
- Alan Choong. 10B
我想这部电影发人深省。这描绘现代中国很繁忙，父母有很少时间可以和孩子在一起。一个女孩和她爷爷一起换换环境
去老家。小女孩性格的差异表明了环境的重要性。我很高兴可以看到主角性格有成长。
- Serena Lim, 10E

The Nightingale is a Chinese film about a young girl named Ren Xing who is accustomed to a city lifestyle.
She is surrounded by and reliant on technology, with every minute of her day planned out. Ren Xing's
parents are constantly busy and because of this, they have problems within marriage and don't spend
enough time together as a family. As a result, Ren Xing also develops a spoilt, selfish personality. When
one day there is no one to take care of Ren Xing, she is entrusted to her grandpa that takes her and his
bird to his hometown because of a promise he made to his wife. Through this journey, Ren Xing learns to
let go of her spoiled self, ditches her iPad and is taught many new values. The influence of her grandpa's
bird and the bond she creates with her grandpa enables Ren Xing to live and play freely, away from the
distraction of technology.
Through this movie, I was able to observe the effects of a technological, busy life in Beijing and contrast
it against a serene, peaceful life in rural China. This film raises awareness to the impact that technology
can have on someone and the opportunities and experiences that they will miss.
- Ivy Huangzone, 11D
The movie 'The Nightingale' tells the story of the relationship between a spoilt grand daughter and her
nature loving grandfather. As Ren Xing was growing up in Bei Jing, her grandfather wasn’t' very involved
in her life. Her parents were always busy working which resulted in an opportunity for them to spend
time together. They travelled to his hometown where he talked about his wife and his nightingale. The
two bonded and became closer to each other through the difficulties of getting to his hometown. I think
this movie teaches us about the world beyond our phone and television screens, and how we are so
disconnected from the nature. I like how the film often shows us the different landscapes in rural china and
how beautiful the nature is.
- Josephine Ngov, 11G
《夜莺》是一部家庭类型的电影。电影中，一位爷爷为了兑现多年前的承诺，准备带着他的夜莺结伴运
行，从北京到家乡。因为儿子和儿媳忙于工作，他不得不带上孙女一同出行。一路上，粗心的爷爷，任性
的孙女坐错车，丢了包，迷路等。在爷孙经过的路上，美丽的田野风光，朴实的民风民情，爷孙之间的感
情发生了变化。虽然最后老夜莺死去了，但是孙女偷偷地给爷爷换了一只夜莺。爷爷将夜莺带到奶奶墓前
放飞，完成了他十八年来的心愿。紧接着在孙女的努力下，她父母也一改当初的坏习惯，变成了一个美满
的家庭。这部电影真让人心情舒畅，并且提醒人们随着时间的流逝可能错过的珍贵的东西。
- Nancy Trenh, 11H
Alliance Français French Film Festival
On Thursday April 4, many students studying French (alongside with Mr. Sookhareea and Ms. Fry) had
an amazing opportunity to travel to St Kilda to attend the annual Alliance Français French Film Festival.
We had the opportunity to watch a French film called ‘Remi Sans Famille’ (Remi Without Family) To
summarise the film, it was about a boy orphan named Remi, who was taken away from his adoptive
mother and taken care of by an itinerant musician (alongside his faithful dog and monkey) as they travelled
around France. Their adventures led to Remi discovering his beautiful singing voice and his origins.
Everyone had enjoyed the film. It was very interesting and
the film had brought exhilaration, sadness and happiness
to us. It was a rollercoaster of emotions and the experience
was unforgettable. The excursion was not just fun but also
benefited our French studies. We were able to learn more
about French entertainment and culture, as the movie
showed us captivating concepts/plot ideas that are in
popular French films. The whole experience allowed us to
extend our knowledge of the French language and made us
appreciate their culture as well.
- Faheem Ayobi, Reja Nasim, Helene Nguyen and Lina
Ong

Physical Education

This semester the Year 8 students have been focusing on their volleyball or netball skills to demonstrate their skills,
leadership, teamwork and sportsman/woman-ship at our biannual sport ed days. Students will focus on the alternate
sport in semester 2.
Students were given opportunities in their Sport classes to develop and enhance the basic skills and put them into play
on the Year 8 Sport Ed Day later in the semester. The day was a great success in regards to student participation and
engagement. Most students were actively involved in one way or another with various students umpiring and keeping
score of the games.
Both sports ran very smoothly with an outstanding group demonstrating excellent skill and participation in their games.
It was excellent to see the involvement from our students and to see their skills develop over the semester. Participating
in sport is such an important part to being lifelong, healthy citizens and taking part in a day like this only assists with
developing knowledge and understanding of how we can be physically active and healthy.
We look forward to the next Year 8 Sport Ed Day next semester.
Year 12 Physical Education BioLAB Excursion
The Year 12 PE class are currently studying the responses that our body undergoes
due to exercise and the energy systems responsible for providing energy for
movement. These studies took them to BioLAB, a BioScience Education Centre
aimed at emphasising various studies through cutting edge, engaging educational
content and integrating the latest ICT and AV technologies. The class took part in
the 'Metabolic Madness' program where Mason Tran (12K) participated in a VO2
max test, where he was required to do a full out maximum effort on a bike, whilst
the class were collecting and collating various bits of data to help expand, extend
and consolidate their learning.
All students were engaged in collecting their own data also, allowing them to apply
their knowledge to their own 'real-life' information. BioLAB is always a great way to
develop your knowledge and be actively engaged in your learning.
Student feedback - Samantha Xistras, 12L
On Tuesday May 14, the Year 12 Physical education class had the opportunity to go

to BioLAB to enhance our knowledge
on energy systems. We watched our
fellow class mate, Mason participate
in a VO2 max test which involved him
riding an exercise bike while being
attached to an oxygen mask which
measured his maximum oxygen
intake. This was a great experience
as it allowed us to understand our
topics in more depth due to us being
able to visually see the live data of
which energy fuel was being used. Overall it was a good day and we would
recommend it for future Physical education classes.
Collingwood Football Club College Visit
We have recently been fortunate enough to have four Collingwood
Football Club players (Callum Brown, Tyler Brown, Josh Daicos and
Isaac Quaynor) come out to the college to assist with a football clinic
that some of our classes participated in. This was a great opportunity
to allow our students to engage with some elite athletes and work
closely with them on some specific football skills.
It was excellent to see so many students engaged and involved in
this opportunity.
A massive thanks goes to Mr Hose for organising and conducting the clinic. The clinic overall ran very
smoothly and this is all due to Mr Hose's organisation and planning of the drills. Also, thank you to Tharial
Ter (12K) for assisting and for giving up his time to assist with some of the drills. It's great to see some of
our senior students involved with the junior students.
Fingers crossed Collingwood Football Club now have a few more supporters from the 'Wellington
Community' and maybe some keen upcoming AFL players.
Student feedback - Zara Badic and Sonia Doan, 8L:
We found the clinic to be very helpful to allow us to get to know AFL as a sport. It was a very inclusive clinic
where all students were participating. There was a lot of teamwork involved and we really enjoyed the last
activity watching the Collingwood Football Players and some of our classmates kicking the footy into the
bin. Since the aim of AFL is to aim between the goals posts, the players won this challenge as they were
more accurate when kicking into the bin. Overall, the clinic was a great experience and we loved being able
to take pictures with the players at the end.
Kerryn Riddiford
Health and Physical Educaiton Curriculum Area Leader

Science

Big Science Competition
The annual Big Science Competition was held at Wellington Secondary
College on Monday May 27 this year. As an International event, the
competition is designed to test students’ critical thinking and problemsolving skills, as well as their Science understanding. The competition
paper consisted of 30 questions on contemporary issues, which had to be
completed within 50 minutes.
This year saw the largest ever number of students participating in this event.
Well done to all 196 students who took on the challenge! Students gathered
in the M-Block gallery on the day and their behaviour was exemplary (see
photos).
Results and certificates are expected to arrive early-to-mid Term 3 and will
be presented to students in class and at level assemblies for those who
achieve a "High Distinction".
John Jirasek
Curriculum Area Assistant - Science
Camps and Excursions for Unit 1 Biology
Semester 1 is always an exciting time for Unit 1 Biology students, as they have the chance
to go out on camps and excursions.
The Melbourne Zoo excursion was on May 15, and students had to gather data on various
animals throughout the Zoo for their assessment task. Their focus was on looking for
adaptations that we had learnt about in the classroom. Due to the students' inquisitive
natures, a lot of fun was had seeing all the animals with their adaptations in real life. The
day was also rather cold, so it made the students appreciate their own adaptations in
keeping them warm!
Just recently the Biology students went off in two different groups to Queenscliff for an
overnight camp to further enhance their understanding of adaptations, with a focus on
marine life. It was a jam-packed two days, with students getting a tour of the aquarium and

learning about tube worm communities in a lab at the Marine Discovery Centre and they got to go out on a
cruise to collect a sample of seaweed in Port Phillip Bay and investigate any critters they found (one group
found a puffer fish and another saw some dolphins out in the Bay!). Other activities included investigating
the rocky shores of Barwon Heads, wading through the mud flats of Swan Bay and exploring the town of
Queenscliff in any downtime that they had.
Their nights were spent at Whitehall Guesthouse (most famous for being haunted) and they also went on a
night walk to the lighthouse, where students enjoyed the brisk country air and the stars that were out in full
force.
I would like to thank the Biology teachers (Ms Newberry, Mrs Phillips, Mrs Vaz and Mr Whyte) as well as other
teachers (Ms Clarke, Mr Ho, Mr Kent, Mr Nguyen and Ms Vasiljevic) who took the time to accompany us on
this trip and helped ward off the ghosts that were playing tricks on us at the haunted house.
Teresa La
Biology Teacher

Te c h n o l o g y

Digital Technology
The digital technology department has felt the loss of their colleagues to the new Vanellus center. However we are
excited to repurpose some space to include mbots and makey makey into our curriculum and have plans to make a
studio for developing online videos and resources, flipping our teaching for the benefit of our students.

We have welcomed a new educator, Janene Watt who has visited Monash Tech School, ran the girls Interschool
netball, improved CyberSecurity content within our Year 7 program and helped us open up A01 for code club on
Wednesdays making a valuable contribution to Wellington. We have also been hosting Tuesday Maker Space in the
new building and breaking out the Mbots for some challenges.
Our review of the junior school curriculum has meant integration of microbits,
mbots and makey makey into computing. Students in Year 7 have also been
working on Cybersecurity, learning how to find information from a phone or social
media platform. Their final task has allowed them to design and develop a media
campaign or presentation. Some videos and animations will be shown in the
library theatre in the new building. Students have even worked ahead to their
cross curricula project and integrated a makey makey board into the poster on
Ancient Egypt to make an interactive presentation.

There is a new study design this year for VCE Informatics and Computing. The modifications are minor
but there is a stronger emphasis on analysis of databases and visualisation of data which complements
many of the key skills students need when studying at university. It also leads to several new degrees in
Data Science offered at Melbourne and Monash.
Design Technology
Design technology has undergone a change in teachers: and we welcome Ms Biggin and Mr Whyte, and
for the first semester, Ms Galvin. This team has worked tirelessly to update the curriculum, organise,
maintain equipment and clean out the workshop and enable integration of new tools and materials into the
technology area.
Students in Year 8 Design technology have had a great semester constructing finger joint boxes and
learning to use additional technological tools like our new laser cutters. Some amazing designs (as shown
below) and great to see students accepting the challenge to learn something new.

Modifications in the Year 9 program emphasised the design process and integrated textiles so that
students could make a footstool with a cushion. The students had the choice of fabric resulting in some
very plush and fashionable designs. Many thanks to Ms Biggin, Ms Galvin and Mr Whyte for modifying
tools and equipment in the workshop and assisting students to complete their projects.

Food Technology
Yr 9 Food Around The World classes participated in a
Mystery Box Challenge designing and creating dishes for
judges to rate in accordance to high sensory properties and
outstanding presentation.
The students worked under enormous pressure and managed
the task efficiently and effectively. Their conversations around
design thinking was innovative and their collaboration was
outstanding.

Yr 11s engaged in sensory analysis of 4 different brands of macaroni and cheese in preparation for their excursion to
Deakin University’s sensory laboratory.
Students tasted and rated the macaroni and cheese using different sensory tests. It was an innovative class activity to
teach private label and branded food items.
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